“INSPIRE”
THE SCIENCE CAMP- 2016
ITM University, Gwalior, December 12-16, 2016: A Science camp entitled “INSPIRE” was organized in the School of Engineering And Technology, ITM University Gwalior. The camp was initiated and funded by government of India to develop scientific acumen and a flair for research amongst young students of the country. It was a five-day camp organized by the Physics Department of ITM University. 158 meritorious students of class XI, who had secured A1 Grade in class 10th attended the camp. The students  came from various schools of all over MP as Jabalpur, Bhopal, Bina, Satna,  Indore, Guna, , Gwalior, Shivpuri   Morena, Dabra and near of Gwalior  as Etawah, Agra , Dholpur etc. The outstation students and the teachers who escorted them were accommodated in the university hostels and guest houses. The registration of the students was done on December 12 in the morning before the inaugural ceremony of INSPIRE 2016.  Registration kits were distributed to all the participants. Each kit comprised of a school bag with a book on          World Famous Scientists Authored by Renu Saran , notepad, pen, water bottle, information booklet and practical manual.

                        The inaugural ceremony of the science camp took place on 12th December in the presence of the Managing Director, ITM University –Dr. Daulat Singh Chauhan, Advisor to the Chancellor, ITM University--Dr. R.D. Gupta, Registrar, ITM University –Dr. Omveer Singh, Dean School of Engineering   and Technology- Dr. Ranjeet Singh Tomar, Heads of various departments     and faculty members of ITM University. The Chief Guest of the programme     was Dr. Sunita Mishra, Principal Scientist, CSIO, Chandigarh.  The Ceremony was marked by Saraswati Puja. Then the Coordinator of the Inspire Science camp, Dr. Archana Kansal, extended a welcome note to all the dignitaries and participants who graced  the occasion. She also  introduced  to the students  the plan of various sessions during the camp.  Thereafter Dr. R. D. Gupta addressed the students with his inspirational words and suggested that Indian educational system should be modified by adding innovation in teaching . Dr. Daulat Singh Chauhan also motivated the students to work hard and explore deeply the wonder-world of ‘Science’. Then the chief guest, Dr. Sunita Mishra  in her inaugural address, inspired  the students to develop scientific approach and  explore the wonderful realm of science. She also highlighted the importance of  imagination  & creativity to develop scientific approach. The inaugural ceremony was followed by a tea- break for all. After tea-break there were two guest lectures. The first 2  lectures in the Science Camp were delivered by Dr. Sunita Mishra herself, on Applications of Near Infra Red Spectroscopy. Then she had a wonderful and very interactive  question and answer session with the students. After that, a delicious lunch was served to one and all involved in the science camp, in the university canteen. After lunch,  a written test was conducted for the students, which was based on multiple choice questions. This test was a qualifying round for the Science Quiz competition which was scheduled on 14th December.
On 13th  December i.e., the second day of the camp, Dr.R.K. Sharma, Professor in Maths, IIT, Delhi  conducted two interactive sessions on Cryptography. The students enjoyed his play- way method of teaching, thoroughly. Through animations he taught various ways to grasp mathematical tricks to the students.  Then there     was tea break. After  the tea break, there was another expert lecture by                    Dr. Archana Kansal, Head of the Department, Physics, ITM University on Properties of Light. This was followed by  lunch. After the lunch the students  visited Chemistry, Physics & Biology labs of ITM university and were given demonstrations of various experiments by faculty members . Students themselves also, performed  certain experiments thereafter.
 On the 3rd day of the science camp, i.e., 14th Dec., there  were two consecutive expert lectures by Dr. Pratap  Bahadur from South Gujarat University. He delivered two consecutive lectures on Importance of Chemical Sciences and Career Options in Chemical Sciences. The students asked him a number of queries and then there   was  tea break. After the tea-break, the students again gathered at the Madhulimaye Seminar hall for an informative and motivational lecture by the honorable Chancellor  of  ITM University, Mr. Rama Shankar Singh. He inspired the students to question and develop a scientific bent of mind towards whatever they read and learn. He underlined that the potential of the human brain is enormous and hence young minds should be trained to utilize it and become genius. He also stressed on healthy eating habits, disciplined routine and a humanitarian approach towards life.   The lecture was more like an interactive session and was thoroughly enjoyed by the students. It was also followed by a question answer session. Then there was lunch for all. Post lunch there were Poster –Making, Debate    and Quiz competitions in which students participated in large numbers. 
In the evening a visit to see the Light and Sound Show at Gwalior Fort was also organized for participants.
                        On the 4th day of ‘INSPIRE’ i.e., 15th Dec., the morning session began with a wonderful lecture on Microbes: Good or Bad by Dr. A.K. Goel, Senior Scientist at DRDE, Gwalior. He disseminated a plethora of important information on microorganisms to the students. He also shared his experiences and observations in snow capped regions while collecting data and conducting experiments over there. Students were really amazed to learn the varied roles of microorganisms and especially the hazards posed by them to  human existence. This was followed by a question answer session and then tea and refreshments. After the Tea-Break, Dr Kamlesh Pandey, Senior Scientist, NCEMP, Allahabad University delivered an extremely interesting lecture on Renewable Sources of Energy. He then invited queries from the students which were well answered by him. The lecture was followed by lunch. After the lunch, the students again paid visit to the Science labs for a new set of demonstrations. They were also guided to conduct some experiments themselves. In the evening a Science Skit Competition was conducted in which various schools  took part with great enthusiasm. The skit were played on various theme based on science as time machine, superstitious, environment problems etc.  
                        The final day of the Science Camp, i.e., 16th December, began with Professor  Kamal  Kant  Dwivedi’s  two consecutive lectures on DST Programmes and Innovations in Science. Dr. K.K. Dwivedi is a senior and distinguished Scientist in Physics and also currently the Vice Chancellor of  ITM University, Gwalior. His lecture was followed by a Tea-Break. After that the students again gathered at the seminar hall for another interesting lecture by Dr C B Devgun, President, SPACE Foundation, New Delhi. He delivered an awe- inspiring lecture on Space. The slides of the real pictures of space caught everybody’s attention. Students were overwhelmed at the mysterious facts that Dr Devgun unveiled about space in front of them. After the lecture, he satisfied the students’ thirst for knowledge which was well visible in the number and quality of questions they asked him. It seemed as if the young minds got truly inspired to study and delve deeper into Astronomical Sciences Then there was special lunch for all as it was the final day of INSPIRE-2016.
After lunch everybody gathered for the Valediction session.  Dr C B Devgun  presided over the session as Chief Guest. The dignitaries who  graced the        occasion were the Chancellor -ITM University, Mr. Rama Shankar Singh, Advisor to the Chancellor- Dr. R D Gupta, Vice Chancellor- ITM University and Prof. K K Dwivedi, Registrar- ITM University Dr. Omveer Singh,         Dean- School of Engineering and Technology, ITM University Dr. Ranjeet Singh Tomar and Dean School of Sciences, Dr. Vandana Kushwah. The Coordinator of the INSPIRE Science Camp, Dr.Archana Kansal (also HOD, Physics, ITM University) extended a welcome note to the chief guest and the dignitaries. She also read out a report on the proceedings of the science camp. After that the Vice Chancellor, ITM University  Prof. Kamal Kant Dwivedi in his address to the gathering, underlined the utility of the INSPIRE science camp and appreciated the efforts of DST, Govt. of India for initiating such events in order to produce scientific acumen and a flair for research among young students in the country. Finally the long awaited results of the competitions held on 18th December were announced. Prizes were distributed by the honorable Chief Guest and Vice Chancellor amongst the students.Students were also invited to express their views and feedback regarding the camp.A vote of thanks was then, extended by Mr. UPS Gehlot, Member- Organising Committee, INSPIRE 2016 to the chief guest, dignitaries and students and staff of various schools participating in the camp. Then group photographs of the winners, participants, and teachers were clicked .With unforgettable memories and a zeal for scientific research, everyone bade farewell to each other. The certificates of participation were distributed to all the students. 
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